THE BRITISH EMPIRE

WHATEVER one may think of British liberty, England of to-day is
no doubt a Power for action in the society of nations, but her power
is clearly an anachronism. It was created in olden times when the
world's wars were decided by naval battles and by hired mercenaries,
and when it was considered good policy to rob well-situated fortresses
and naval ports without any regard to their ownership and history.
In this century of national states and nations in arms a cosmopolitan
trading Power such as England can no longer maintain itself for any
length of time. The day will come and must come, when Gibraltar
will belong to the Spaniards, Malta to the Italians, Heligoland to the
Germans, and the Mediterranean to the nations who live on the
Mediterranean.

. . . England is to-day the shameless representative of barbarism
in International Law. Hers is the blame, if naval wars still bear the
character of privileged piracy.

HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE.    Bibl. V, 202 (d).

THE British navy is strong enough to defy any hostile combination;
Germany has, practically speaking, no navy. I am therefore com-
pelled to observe the strictest neutrality. Before everything else I
must provide myself with a navy. In twenty years' time, when the
navy is ready, I shall speak a very different language.

KAISER WILHELM II (to Count von Bulow,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 29 Oct. 1899).
Bibl. II, 16, Vol. xv, pp. 407-8.

You British are mad, like bulls seeing a red rag! What has happened
to you to overwhelm us with suspicions that are unworthy of a great
nation! What else shall I do? I have always described myself as
a friend of Britain. . . . Have I ever broken my word? . . . This
misunderstanding strikes me as a personal insult. . . .

KAISER WILHELM II, Statement in the Daily
Telegraph, 27 Oct. 1908.

IT must be made clear to him (the German Ambassador in England)
that good relations with Britain at the cost of the development of the
Fleet are not a desirable thing to me. This is an abysmal impertinence
that conceals a grave insult to the German nation and its Kaiser,
and ought to be rejected by the Ambassador from the outset. . . .
The law will be carried out to the last comma, whether the British
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